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RIO TINTO IRON ORE — BROCKMAN 2 MINE — FATALITY 
OOMBULGURRI COMMUNITY 

Statement 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [5.11 pm]: Before I continue the comments about Oombulgurri — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order!  

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Sally Talbot and the Minister for Energy have had their go; now it is somebody 
else’s turn. 

Hon JON FORD: Thank you, Mr President.  

I rise tonight to again bring to every member’s attention—although I am sure they are all aware—the tragic 
circumstances of a worker dying at work a couple of nights ago at the Brockman 2 mine operated by Rio Tinto. I 
know that we send all our condolences to this person’s family and work colleagues who are distressed. I raise 
this issue because if anything good can ever be said to come out of such a tragedy, I refer to the words of Rio 
Tinto’s Greg Lilleyman when commenting in a press release on the incident. He was quoted on the ABC News 
online, saying — 

This is a tragic reminder of the importance of working safely, … 

There should be no higher priority than this and we cannot accept that accidents in the workplace are 
inevitable or acceptable. 

I think that is a fantastic statement. It is the statement of a manager that tells that the company takes safety 
seriously. When that is the attitude at the senior level, people feel they have the right to stop a job if they feel 
unsafe. I congratulate Mr Lilleyman on his attitude to this issue and I hope that the circumstances surrounding 
this accident are found out and that we all learn from this. I make that comment. 

To return to Oombulgurri, I thank the Minister for Energy for recognising my comments last night. I am not 
going to defend Hon Sally Talbot, because she is quite capable of defending herself; however, I will make this 
point. I assume that the minister is emotional because that is how I felt when I was with Hon Sally Talbot in 
Oombulgurri. I sat in the parks in Wyndham with a couple of old women who were, at the very least, in their 70s 
and who had lived nearly all their lives in Oombulgurri and the old Docker River mission. They talked about the 
church with great fondness and took us round and showed us the community. I heard them talk about living in a 
tent supplied by the Kimberley Land Council on what was effectively the salt flats, although they had moved up 
to higher ground by the time we saw them. One cannot help but be upset that, for whatever reason, people in 
Western Australia find themselves in that position. I know it is a vexed question and so it leads to frustration. 

None of these people blamed the minister for the position they were in; however, their statements contradicted 
those we have heard in this place and in public comment. I therefore look forward to the minister’s response. I 
am flattered that he has visited Oombulgurri and I am sure that I will hear a report when I go back up there with 
Hon Sally Talbot on Monday. It seems to me that, like the people of Oombulgurri, members on this side of the 
house are confused about what is actually going on. The biggest issue that was brought to my attention was that 
people did not understand. As I said last night, rumour and innuendo abound. People did not understand whether 
they could go back to the community. They thought they had been closed out of the place. There was a lot of 
misinformation. I welcome the news that the minister is taking a solution to cabinet, and the sooner that goes 
ahead and the sooner these people have some certainty, particularly the old people and the new people—I refer 
to the younger people of the community—the better it will be. There can be nothing more moving than hearing 
approximately 30 people living it rough in a park in Wyndham singing, “Let me go home to my home 
Oombulgurri.” That is what they did. I understand the emotion Hon Sally Talbot feels, and I hope I understand 
the frustration the minister feels. However, we just want some answers. 
 


